yoguacomment

Her bag b Louis Vuitton, let knitwear
the Poest castumere, Ler grovming &
impeccable and her luach menu teatures
medivmaare lamb and bowled minsral
wates. No, she 0t ¢ model, socialite of
Hollywood 1t gul Byt you mughe find lee
harking orders at one. She i the pampered,
pedigreed pooch of the wodern eza

Once it was lefr o eccentmic French
octogenarinns to fed their chibuahuns cake
froan therr own plates, or pay as much for
their poodic’s dos as their own. And exoric
Siamese and Persian caty were known
mainly as the bejewelled playchings of
wealthy widows oe Boed lm villains, How
things clunge, Today, our animal
sompaions  are  worphung Ao fally
paid-up members of society, accompanying
w 1o eafes, buotigues snd even the
workplace, and Inspinng a3 cram for
designer carry cases, adorable auddits und
wolless sccerones

Out furry, feathered. fork-tongued and
even farmyard friends naver had it so goad.
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Pugs and Pomeraniany, exotic parrots and
poi-bellied pegs are being pampered ke
only children. So jumr why has the workl
beers canghr up in this pet fricndly fremy?
Those i and around the everexpanding
pet care industry ofter & range of reasons
o explam  this zo0ological Zengein
Sociologises point to the changing face ol
the modern family uni and  urban
envicomment, while others suggest incressed
meerest an aninal psychology has led to dris
amplificanon of anthrapomarphism, or the
treatment of snomls s quash hamans.
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A new breed of pampered pets is
making its mark on the fashion set

Lisa Walteaden 1 the ownaf of o
boutique 11 the Sydney sabh of Double
Bay. Its thelves are filled with pearl- and
Swarovekl crysmabencrusred  necklaces,
snakeskin and sable ot bags, nor w
mennon tempiing gourmet goods. This is
oot exactly 2 rarity on  taskionahle
Toansvan] Avenoe - unless you consider thar
these itemmw are not for humans, by for
tashionistas of the canine persussion

Waltendea opened Doge and the Crry
Seprember 2004, and hor boutique i jus
one of the many signs that pampered pees
louk sez 1o vy, B Woltenden clainis she iy
o money-hungey merchant anempting ta
cash 1 on soietys lixaton with what she
has dubbed “dogyie bling". Rather, 33 a dog
teainer with an edocanion in psychology, the
hopes 10 belp etoure thar bath pets and
thedt owners live loag and happy bves

“There are a2 lot of misconceptions
about animal behavioor znd why it occuns,”
says Wollenden. “It s rmpartant that peopie
Kaow that i their dog ts chewing ther shoes
or the furmmuee, 0 1sn0't because the dog 15
willtully bewg saughty — it s because e
Infesryle muy gving o the necessary
snmiubstion.” But, of course.

Wolteriden believes that an mercased
knowledge of the emotional life of animals
» oonr of the factaes th b bed o our
ncreanngly oeanng our pets &5 our eguals,
*| think it s becanse thers 8 90 muk more
aducanon out there roday. We have & lor
more respect for dogs as Intelligent
armmale,™ she says. “We don’y think of
them s damh Nnde
creaturex we sk

backyard

at whith. Now we
vk of them as more
sentient bewngs.*

Beitish  academic
sl soclal goographer
Andrew Whintingham
sgreos. “There's beeny
# real shift towards
calling whay were
once dubbed  pers
‘companion animab’,” be expluins. *This 1
apuficant, ¢ it mggosy 4 more equal
relanoasiup rather than 2 dominant ane
Berween masrer sod ownre ™

Whittingham has researched extensively
i the arez of the sithropomorphism of
ammals, and theorises thar tus nise i pet
populasity steaw from the increasingly
tragile and anxiety-ridden srate of
COMIEETEPOLATY SOCery,

“One of the tig reasors for this iy the
fragmenting of soclal relations over the last
30 or 40 yexrs, Families dont last a3 »



voguecomment

lng a4 they once disd, w0 peaple tend 10 we
anirsals a5 4 wooual relationy substiruce.
People are looking for love and uffecrion
wherever they can got 1

“There are a lor of lonely people in the
world," he continues. “Global sooery I
becomiiag more wod more insecure, and to
help with their anxseties people often nurn
to the securiny of an animal presence.”

While much of Whirtingham's work
revoives around dogs, he notes that other

$2.2 billon on their pets in 2003, This
saggering figure made beadliness when it
was published back w July 2004, o1 it was
wignificantly more than the $1.5 billiom
Australians gave in 2id 10 poorer countrics.

According to the repors, the amounm
spent ¢limbed faster than the rate ar which
the pet population tscreased. The teport,
tited Ouerconsumption of Pet Food m
Augtralia, suggested this was doe ro the bact
that many pet owners spent more on

"Global society is becoming more
and more insecure, and to help with
their anxieties people often tum to
the security of an animal presence”

amirmals are becoming increasingly populas
“In the UK dog ownership appears to have
peaked and it actually deczeasing. Elderly
people realise they can ni longer lock attes
» dog and theee is an increase i single
person houssholds, where people who work
all day may not have time 1o commiy ta 3
dog This means thar the cat population b
incveasing, and more people are lovking o
animals 0t the exotic end [of the spectrum),
such as snakes.™

Many of those concerned with animal
weltare are alanmed a1 whar they see a2
style-driven motivanion for pee owneship.
Those who purchase well-bred puppies or
rare felines with the same tmpuisiveness
that they puk up the latest Chloé purse of
Marc Jacobs pumps may soou nee of their
cute new accessory — partieulacly whes
sarts chewing the modemnist furmiture or
monlting on the handowoyes Tibetan rug.
Unlike most fashion faux pas, animals can
a0t be relegated o the back of the closet.
instead they wind up being dumped, and
destroyed, at aniemal shelrers,

“Therc's the wsue of animal welfare
when people porchase pets on a whim,”
says Whimingham., “Animals are mnre
likely to be at risk when they are viewed as
a consumable,”

“There's a buge quantity of animals thar
are put dowss each veas,” Wolferiden concurs
*“That's why 1 think 1t s importanr thay
people understand their pets and eealise why
they are doing certam things and what atuses
certain behayioural problems. | want people
10 look beyond the fashion thing, 1 jum
want people 1o be happy with their pets.”

Waltenden's bootique 1 just the up of
the mbu'whennmmumrbomail
bonanza that is the contemporary pet
industry. According to & 2004 report by the
Austealian  Iotoonre,  Austealians  spent
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premimn lines of pet food 1o compensate
for the gaile they fely aboue not spending
enough time with their snimmals

Expensive metis saide, there's o vau
areay of avenues that allow the gooerous pet
owner 1 spend mouney. Online stores i
w wwwopostmodernpencom  featire
luxarions Hems for pet ownen who want
therr darliog’s fumishings to bload In with
their uwn. Designer beds, howls and even
sratching possy for caty are fusgriosal
works of ars, impired by 1he classic wock of
modernise design hamimaries such a8 Mies
van der Rohe. Postmodern Pers™ Philipp
Plein doge beds, the canive eguivalent of g Le
Corbuseer, starr ar USS1,450,

Lons Veiton stores abvo offer leather
goods foe clive pupe. Their Sac Chien doggee
carniers are upwards of $2,000, and there
i no shorage of demapd lor these
lWxurious (tems Parke Hilton might be
the most obvious fan, but more senooy
players have also caught on « Leonardo
DiCapno bought one av a present lor
girlfriend Gisele Bindchen,

In Hallywood, where relationships with
aninuls are the only long-term couplings
that seem 1 srrvive, the ulimate o puppy
pampering can be found at LA Dogworks.
This doggie day spa offers aromathezapy
messages, comforzable Zen Dens with
bunks and caleving natursl phicromones and
a 2,300 square metre park ‘thar is cleaned
and drained dally 1w keep it sweet-smelling
for its canine clients.

Canzemiporary medis hes alio jumped
on the anmma! admreavion handwagon,
Domestic  animals  are  Increasingly
partrayed v intelligens beings cupable of
ouwitang their owners. Wese Highland
Terrier  loelds, the now  matiomally
tecognised My Dog premium dog food
spokesmodel, has fabulous sasse in thoes

and s often seen flying first class. Telines
ate abso  porzayed  as  sophisticased
creatures, with the latest Dine car food
tedevision  commercials  showing
thirtysomething owner fearning lessons
prooming sod human behaviow from ber
Meek cat companion

According 1o Whimnngham, pets may
vot provide a complete replacenuny for
sockl rclmoms with telfow homn sapiens,
but bet's fuce i, ther Jove i wnconditional -
and in a4 soclety with riving divoree cares
and little job security, thars & mice thing t
come home to,

In faes, it w also becoming 4 nice thing
to take to work. In the US, within the casual
corporste sviramments ol compankes such
as Google, it 15 not wmwal 10 see dogs
napping 3t their owners' feer.

This practice 15 one that s slowly bang
embraced i Australi. badors Noble s the
foundor and CEO  of Sydocy public
relstions i Lood Mouth PR and
Markctung. “When ane of my vonsulrants
nsked to bring ber new pet baby poodle,
Sasclua, o work, | thooght 1t would be
motivating and energiving for we all,
particulatly vince many of the satf weee not
from Sydney and didn't have family here,”
Nohle secalls.

“Ar fint Saschn distracted all of ws
e wome oxient ~ he ate computer cordy,
woeed on the stairs and barked a1 the
gouniers!  Howeyer these  distractions
were far ootweighed by the wooderful
haremony be wtroduced. A dog, with s
satple wants and needs, remimdy s all @
heep che balance.™

It hox loug been belizved that domestic
amimals  help reduce stress. A study
by Metbourmnes Baker Medical Reseanch
Institute revealed thar pets helped to
reduce heart rates and Jower blood
pressure, and showed that pet owners had
vignificantly  lower sk fuceony  for
cardiovascular divease than non-owners.
fin o )y inceeasingly sckoowledged thas
pety can relieve stress on & paychological as
well us 4 physiological level,

Sharyn Rosare in 0 New York publisher
sod vogs devotee who came up with the
idea for Jesnifer Brilliane's book Doga:
Yoga For Dogs (Chronicle Books,
distribured by Hardie Grang, $27.95), She w
4 fiern bebiever thar we can learm more from
wur camme compamions than just how to
perfect the downward dog pose.

“The best lesson you can leam
from your dog is how to relux, be
anselfoonscious, sed live in the moment,
which all good yogis loag w do," Rasan
believes, "Daogs, after all, pever worry that
the person on the mar next 1o them |
thinner shighs ar o smaller b ® .



